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Happy Lavender Season!
Our lavender farmers are anxiously awaiting the
first bloom of our Lavandula angustifolia cultivars.
Once that happens, it's off to the races with
harvesting, distilling, and managing various events
and classes. We hope you can make it to a few farms
this season and enjoy the beauty of lavender in
bloom!

Regional Considerations: To see lavender
blooming in the Pacific Northwest, keep in mind
where each lavender farm is located and how the
changing environment in each region will affect
their bloom time. No matter what species and
cultivar of lavender is planted, the bloom time will
be influenced by the climate, the location and the
elevation where the plants are grown. For example,
a wet, cold spring can delay the bloom time, while a
warm spring and heat earlier in the summer will
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speed up the blooming process.

Lavender farms that grow more L. angustifolia
cultivars will usually have their peak bloom from
mid to late June. Check with the farms you plan to
visit ahead of time to find out what they have in
bloom in their fields and gardens.

June is also the month for Dads and Grads, so if
you're looking for a gift for either or both of those,
we hope you will visit our farms and online shops
for some beautiful, handcrafted, unique gifts!

LNW Member Announcements

Save the Dates!
e LNW Zoom Member Meeting
August 31, 2023
e LNW In Person Meeting
October 6-8, 2023 in Sequim, WA.
Watch your emails for details later this summer.

LNW Member Marketplace:

Looking for local lavender products but don't know
where to find them? Lavender Northwest has a
great feature on the website! It's the online
Lavender Marketplace, where you can find
which farms sell which products. An easy way to
find what you need!

Attention All LNW members:

Volunteers are needed to help in LNW work groups.
Please email info@lavender-nw.org to
volunteer. We will contact you to let you know
where help is needed throughout the year.

Professional LNW Members:

Please update your information and add your
summer lavender events and classes to the event
calendar on the LNW website.

Professional LNW Members

Please watch your emails foruseful harvest logs
you can print and use to record your 2023 lavender
harvest. Contribute your harvest data and be
counted in our LNW regional lavender
harvest survey!

LNW Farm Photos Needed!! We need current
photos of your farm, different lavender close-ups,
and field or garden photos with lavender in bloom
and throughout the year, for our LNW photo
library. Please send your photos to
pbaker@littlelavenderfarm.com

Events & Classes

This will be a busy month at local lavender farms!
Looking for festivals? U-pick? Wreath-making?
Photo sessions? Painting classes? Just check our
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event calendar for up-to-date information about
what's happening in your area!

You will find LNW members at farmers'
markets and at booths at special events.
Many LNW farmers sell their lavender
products online from their websites.

Another great place to find lavender products from
local farms and stores is to check our members'
listings on the Destinations Page on the LNW
website. Find LNW members' farms in Oregon,
Washington, Montana and Idaho to see what they
are offering this lavender season.

Cultivating Lavender —

Part I: Planting
By Michael Lemmers of RavenCroft

(PC: RavenCroft)

So, you want grow lavender, but you don’t
know much about it?

No problem — let’s start with the basics.

“Lavender” itself can be a confusing term as it is
often used very loosely to designate a wide variety
of species within the Lavandula genus. In this
article, we will focus on Lavandula

angustifolia, often called “English lavender” (but
don’t count on that nickname being used
consistently). While there are many available
cultivars, they all tend to grow as low shrubs,
varying in size from dwarf to large, and displaying
variable degrees of compactness. Colors of the bud
casings and actual flowers range from deep to light
purples and blues, as well as pinks and whites, and
even sage-green hues on some buds. Besides their
showy, ornamental value on display during late
spring and summer bloom periods, these plants
score points for decorative, culinary, fragrance, and
even medicinal utility.
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Location, location, location

This infamous real estate mantra has value when
thinking about where to grow lavender. Originating
in the Mediterranean region of the world, this plant
is adapted to a warm, relatively dry climate, with
abundant sun exposure. Once established, it has a
reasonably good tolerance for limited drought. In
fact, owing to lavender’s susceptibility to root rot
and fungal diseases, water-logging the root zones is
a reliable way to decimate your lavender plants! In
relatively wet regions, it is critical for water to run
off and not stagnate around the plants. An ideal site
for lavender would be a south-facing slope with full
sun exposure. Winters can present some added
challenges to lavender survival, beyond excess
water exposure. Frost is generally well-tolerated,
but deep freezes will affect some cultivars adversely.
Another injurious winter threat comes in the form
of prolonged dry winds. In the United States, one
can usually find cultivars of Lavandula

angustifolia that will thrive in USDA hardiness
zones 5 through 9.

Substrate

Lavender’s Mediterranean origins have hard-wired
its preference for well-drained, relatively nutrient-
poor soil that is more alkaline than most forest-
region soils in the US. While it will grow in less-
than-ideal soils, lavender will benefit from
loosening up heavy clay with compost, and from
dislodging some of the proton load in acidic soils by
using agricultural lime preparations. A soil test will
go a long way toward identifying specific
deficiencies that may need to be corrected in order
to support strong growth of lavender, particularly
some of the essential micronutrients. Of course,
lavender is no different than any other plant in
terms of needing nitrogen, phosphate, and
potassium sources, but it doesn’t like to be pushed
hard with applied fertilizers. In

general, modest applications of balanced fertilizer
formulations (such as NPK 10-10-10) can be
beneficial to lavender in particularly nutrient-
deficient settings, which include lavender growing
in pots.

Water

Given a suitable place to grow, Lavandula
angustifolia plants will develop deep and wide root
systems that ultimately provide a good deal of
resistance to drought-stress. Immature plants,
however, will need sufficient water support until
they become established over one or two growing
seasons. To encourage vegetative and root
development in the initial stage of lavender growth
(summer seasons 1 and sometimes 2), cutting off
any flower spikes as they appear is frequently
advised. Once established, lavender plants will
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adapt to prevailing summer dry spells, but may
benefit from watering during particularly hot and
dry periods. As mentioned above, prolonged
exposure to water-logged soil must be meticulously
avoided.

Now that we've got some of the basics covered,
gather up some lavender starts and get planting!

To read Part II of this article just visit the LNW
website blog, where we’ll take on topics pertaining

to the care for your new plants once they become
established.

Check out the Lavender NW website blog posts for
more information written by LNW members.

Ask LNW:
"What's that white stuff on my

lavender plant?"
By Chris Mulder, Barn Owl Nursery

PC: Roxanne Packham

In the late spring and early summer, around the
same time as the lavender stems and flower spikes
begin to form and grow tall, and when the lavender
plants begin to show a little color, you probably will
notice what looks like globs of foamy white spit or
spittle clinging to the plants!

It is quite common on lavender plants that are
grown outside to be affected by the annual pests
called Spittle Bugs, or Froghoppers in the

U.K. These insects are Cercopiae, and they are
rarely a problem, since they are not a serious threat
to lavender plants. However, they may cause the
foliage on your plants to be slightly distorted. They
also take away from the beautiful sight of the
lavender blooming in your field or garden. The
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little green insects inside the ‘spit’ can also be a
little messy when you are harvesting your lavender
by hand. You may have to shake off the ‘spit’ and
the insects that are hiding within it.

Here are some organic choices for dealing with
these pests.

Ignore them and they will slowly disappear in
two or three weeks, causing minimal damage.

Spray them off the plants with a light stream of
water. However, if you are harvesting your
lavender to dry, you will have to wait until the
water has dried off the flower spikes and stems
before you bundle the lavender and hang it to

dry.

If this pest becomes a real problem, then plants
can be washed regularly with a water jet or
drenched with soft soap so that it penetrates the
‘spit’ and reaches the insect inside.

For the soft soap method: Dissolve 3 tablespoons of
Fels Naptha bar soap, in one gallon of hot

water. Mix well. Allow it to cool before placing in a
spray bottle. Spray the affected areas on your
plants, as needed.
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Terri Powell, the owner of Scoggins Valley Farm, has
found her true calling in lavender farming. In a quest to
generate income from her property, Terri explored
various options and discovered that lavender resonated
with her on a personal level while also offering significant
financial potential. In this interview, she shares her
journey into lavender farming, her favorite lavender
varieties, marketing strategies, growing tips, and even a
few innovative culinary uses for her lavender.

Terri's venture into lavender farming began in the spring
of 2022 when she decided to return to her farming roots.
Previously, Terri had experience farming row crops in the
'90s, and she wanted to reignite her passion for
agriculture. Lavender emerged as the perfect choice as it not only allowed her to reconnect
with farming but also offered the opportunity to create a thriving market for end-users.

Scoggins Valley Farm currently cultivates 800 lavender plants, consisting of 10 different
cultivars, all with a sweet flavor profile. Terri's favorite variety is Buena Vista, cherished for
its abundant flowers and resilient nature. The primary focus of the farm is culinary
lavender, with Terri aiming to market lavender honey ice cream and her original lavender
cotton candy. She also enjoys experimenting with dried lavender buds as a spice,
particularly in meat dishes in place of or with rosemary, and creating lavender simple
syrups that enhance a variety of treats like cocktails, ice cream, iced tea, or even hot
chocolate. One of Terry's favorite recipe books is The Art of Cooking with Lavender by
Nancy Baggett. She was fortunate enough to meet the author at the US Lavender pre-
conference workshop and was inspired to try new uses like lavender simple syrup or honey
lavender BBQ sauce.

Scoggins Valley Farm actively engages in community outreach. Terri passionately shares
her knowledge and love for lavender with everyone she meets, which has led to unexpected
business opportunities. For instance, she now supplies lavender buds to a local restaurant,
enabling them to create their own lavender-infused syrups. Additionally, she sells lavender
plants at farmers' markets, where the community's enthusiastic response confirms the
demand for high-quality lavender products. Terri has also developed a comprehensive care
sheet to support new lavender growers in her local community.

Terri emphasizes the significance of learning from local lavender growers to ensure
success in cultivation. Each region has unique climate conditions, and the wisdom shared
by experienced lavender farmers proves invaluable. Attending lavender conferences has
demystified many aspects of lavender farming for Terri. She advises against accepting
generalized advice as it may not apply universally. Instead, she encourages farmers to
adapt their approach based on their specific circumstances.

Reflecting on her journey, Terri highlights the lessons learned along the way. She regrets
planting lavender in the fall due to the added stress it imposed during the Winter season in
her area. Based on this experience, she prefers Spring planting to avoid potential
challenges. Furthermore, Terri emphasizes the importance of providing the correct setup
and conditions for successful lavender propagation.

In addition to farming, Terri also has her own insurance agency located at her farm. As an
insurance agent, Terri has a unique perspective on the needs of other lavender farms and is
always willing to provide advice to fellow lavender growers. Her main recommendation is
to understand that farm insurance is very different from standard home insurance, and
since most lavender farmers start out as homeowners, it's important to have the correct
coverage. As a professional insurance agent, she advises always letting our insurance agent
or company know exactly what we plan to do with our property because if this is not
disclosed and there is a claim on any of our property buildings, it might not be covered if
we omitted to disclose our business operations. The good news, she adds, is that
everything we do with our lavender farms is insurable, so make certain to have the
coverage you need.

While lavender remains the primary focus of Scoggins Valley Farm, Terri has plans to



diversify its offerings. With 20 acres of newly planted Douglas fir and the potential for
cultivating elderberries, she envisions a vibrant and diverse agricultural landscape.
Balancing her lavender farm with her insurance agency, Terri enjoys a fulfilling and
rewarding life on the farm.

Terri's journey as a lavender farmer exemplifies the power of pursuing one's passion and
finding success in an industry aligned with personal interests. As she continues to cultivate
lavender and share her knowledge, Scoggins Valley Farm promises to be a flourishing
venture rooted in the beauty and benefits of this remarkable crop.

Terri Powell Contact Information:
Telephone (541) 508-8489 | (503) 521-8842
Email: tpowellz@amfam.com

Call for Action:

Would you like to see your farm featured in this newsletter? Contact Mike & Sandra
Mitchell today at willamettevalleylavander@gmail.com or call/text at (503) 860-
8346 / (503) 705-7731. LNW is always looking for member farms, regardless of size or
experience, who are willing to share their journey with lavender.



mailto:tpowell2@amfam.com
mailto:willamettevalleylavander@gmail.com
https://lavender-nw.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Lavender-NW-Brochure-2022.pdf
http://lavender-nw.org/
http://lavender-nw.org/

And finally, Dear Readers...

"Knowledge is power. Sharing knowledge is the key to unlocking that power."
~Martin Uzochukwu Ugwu

b PN 1;!!‘ \,”.'ﬂ.?f \M ....‘ ’i o

Lavender Northwest Send Us An

Email
PO Box 1230 |

Silverton, OR. 97381

f

Lavender Northwest | PO Box 1230, Silverton, OR 97381

Unsubscribe oregonlavenderassn@gmail.com

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent byinfo@lavender-nw.orgpowered by

@ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016RrHUkb9EcnvG6SaZuMP4oLCfyKXXo-w7POL9tuOdLvc4JrwcZ9sHIhmIH1jNb7JsKdZvk-9yMG9InMvyE_Mb1LIJ_WNkgXs8APo7VnbQe2w0kC8sJSGMgqNb0pRqnuXsaebVDgR8ePT3clu175mbucQgEHbBA-npDL1-C1335C71tUrMM5JMxV_M3Kt7YOkjsdL5XZQ2geQc7ZQBdOPmvIDLvoHEdyqp5B9jf2w_7s=&c=E41147Ws2QYf2PyrjaeZd13JDnuHEVA-tGZEfE1PpyU4dOW2H8JZjg==&ch=kqF1gKhfQAHgJrddjB6eoMiZ4kBtPkD2LJeVV_z0-DYK_Fb0ZD2FLQ==
https://instagram.com/lavendernorthwest/
mailto:pbaker@littlelavenderfarm.com
https://lavender-nw.org/
mailto:info@lavender-nw.org
https://www.facebook.com/Oregon-Lavender-Destinations-282350622684/
http://instagram.com/lavendernorthwest
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:info@lavender-nw.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

	Cultivating Lavender –
	Part I: Planting
	So, you want grow lavender, but you don’t know much about it?
	No problem — let’s start with the basics.
	Location, location, location
	Substrate
	Water
	Instructions



